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HISTORICAL SKETCH
OF GRANTS PASS

Interesting Facts of Early Days as
Told by a Formur Editor
of the Couwurier.

Editor Courier—It is true that I
have comrented to write n series of
artioles for the Courier, discussing the
early days of Graots Pass, muoh of
which will be based upon the original
files of the Comrier of which I am the
proud possessor. The Courier has
very generously given me full sweep;
it diotates nothing: the only handi-
cap I have to contend with is possible
incompetency, the extenvating cire
cumatances being thut I am 40 miles
from the scene of these early day oc-
currences with no one of the pionecr
actors to consult: my files do not go
back of Friday, April 0th, 1880
(whereas the town was more than two
years old at that time) the time when
I became actively engaged witn J. H.
Stiuma in publishing the Courier and
aagin, dear reader, I feel that several
years of constaot lnggiog of long-leg-
ged rabber boots, oil slicker coat and
sou-woster hat is not goiog to add
much Justre to these duties. Prelimi-
pary to the main question, howoever,
I will say that a good many years
ago the Oregon snd California Rail-

road Co. in order to scquire s grant |

to millions of dollars worth of land,
timber and mines,
way between Portland and the state
line oo the south, boilt a railroad to
Rosebarg, they then censed operations

along its right of |
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along these lines. Grants Pass is an
Or:gon town and when we think of
| her age, she has a brilliant past : or-
dinarily it would be eaid that Oregon
is the mother of this beauntifal city,
but in this particalar instance such is
not the case, for as some of us know
Jackson connty is the mother and the
state is the grandmother. Upon the
advent of the raflroad, and the town-
site was lald out it wns in Jackson
eaunty and it became unecessary for a
sabsequent legislatore (1884, I think)
to detach four townships from Jackson
county snd annex: them to Josephine,
and bat for the influence of Harry
Miller in the Oregon legislature, we
may have failed in this effort; had
this been ®o the diversifled resources
of Josephine county wonld today have
been exerting themselves in building
up u Southern Oregon metropolis in
an adjoining county.

My impression now s that Harry
B. Miller was & scnator from this
connty in that legislature and Hon,
Arthur A, Porter of Grave crosk was
our representative At the following
June election the county seat question
was voted upon, the cootestants being
Kerby, Wilderville and Grants Pass,
the result being that Grants Pass won
ont

We know what Grants Pass is now
becanse we can see it and realize cor-
tain facts which are at ance patent to
every one who observes, but it is not
80 easy for the stranger to see from
whenes it came. When we note th:
flue modern residences which are
spread out over several square miles
of most beantiful !andscape, shade
and vine, the solid comfort and con-
tentment of which tha very air sbout

Davis Brower, the then leading at-
torney of Grants Pass, wins most radi-
cal in his remarks agaivst this com-
paay and all of its doings, and after 1
assumed  foll ownership of the
Courier, told me to wy face that I
was the abject tonl of Harry Miller
and the 8. P. D, & L. Co. 1 did not
believe this becanse they had wot
dominnted wy paper nor had I receiv-
od anything from Mr. Miller or his
compuny bot legitimate business and
their friendship, and more of the lat.
ter than of the former,

This attorney, Davis Brower, bad in
his possession a score of letters signed
by prominent officials and bosiness
men from whenece he came and which
I bad the pleasure to read; they gave
me great confidence in the man and 1
employed him. He was aged and ex-
perienced; I wws young and green
and needed a prop; we were very
thick but it Jdid not last long: soon
Mr. Brower napproached me for the
poarposs of controllivg the heart and
soul of the Courier, ndversely to the
best interests of the town, as I be-
lieved, wo exchaoged respective sc-
coonts, settled ap and quis. I have
always believed that Davis Brower
wrote and signed those letters of
recommendation himsolf.

Hoo. R, A. Booth st this time was
clerkiog in the 8§ P/ D, & L. Co.'s
store which wss on the northwest
corner of Sixth and Front sireet,
George H. Kally was Wells Fargo &
| Co. agent and assistant to Mr. Booth.
John F. Kelly was traveling salesmun
[fortha 8. P. D, & L, Co.

W. J. WIMER,
Waldo, Febroary 19, 1506,
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and the road slumbered in a deep|them seswms to tell us, when wo luu't!SPOKANE CAPITAL]ST

slegp for a good many years, until in
1883 private enterprise boilt & wagon
rond from Waldo seross the coast

't]u- intelligent, substantial  bosiness
men who by the handerd direct its
{commerce and who are busy shaping

VISIT GRANTS PASS

range of mountaine to the Cn-ucvm]fl-* future; not failing of courss tn | Were Investigating Railroad and

City harbor; this made great inroads
upon their Soothern Oregon freight
shipments ;the wagon tolls over this
road for the first yeur's Dbusiness
amountng to 8000, This woke up the
railroad company and they imme-
diately began the extension of the
railrond from Roseburg, the objective
point baing Ashland.

A reference to the map will
show the ouflives of this aforesaid
grant, BSomehow to me, it resembles
very much an overgrown case of skin
eryéipelas upon the commerce of this
conntry; and when I consider that
this government grant plainly re-
served “‘all minerals excepting coal
and iron'' apd in plsin violation of
this specific contract the railroad
company opon the sale of any of this
granted land proposes to reserve in its
deads all minerals to itself, and in
fact for several years has refosed to
noll this granted land at any price,
then I amw folly coovinced the proper
name for this act of onr over generous
govern:nent in thos tying the people
to the railrosd and thos depriviog
them of their patoral rights, is oot
railroad graot but iostead should be
called govervment erysipelas.  The
railrond company could not construct
this road withoot bridges and fortu.
pately for Josephine county oor present
U. 8. consul to China, Hon, H. B,
Miller and his father followed them
along and built their bridges. When
Harry B. Miller reached Josephine
coonty, so favorably impressed was
he with its possibilities, its climnte,
mines and timber resonrces that he
decided mt once that right here he
would reside and do business. *'The
diversity of industry'’ said he, '‘will
surely make a large city of Graots
Pasa.'' The Sugar Pine Door & Lum-
ber Co. was the first result of this de-
clsion. At this time the writer first
became acquainted with Harry Miller,
as woe always called him; he was a
very ootepokeo, enthusisst in behalf
of the future of Grants Pass and
Josephine county. We folly agreed
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W. L. IRELAND, “The Real Estate Man’
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(econgider her  large

and spleadid
I’m‘hﬂﬂlﬂ; nor do w« overlook ber many

||u-=\l churches and Sundsy schools, we

Mine Investments—Were
Pleased With City.

are at onoe impressed with the con- |

in this benatiful
Rogus River Valley has come forth a
little world of its own, and thongh at
[this writipg it only oumbers some
4000 souls, we know the end is not
| ¥ot.

| TheS P. D. & L. Co. was the first
business of speoial importancs to come
to Grants Pass; Harry Miller was at
its head with H. C. Kinoey, a splen-
did  second, Owing to  excessive
riilroad freights and a small home
| market, this company was compelled
to use great economy in every way;
they were compelled to log ioferior
timber becanse too exponsive to cull
the choicest timber and they were
also compelled by competition and
high freighta to ship nothing bat their
choicest products into the vostide cash
markets, for from this source must
come the cash to meet the demnods of
the business The howe trade had
but little cash in it, heoce the com-
pany paturally sold their inferior lum-
ber to thelr home trade as & matter of
necessity. The large list of employoes
most all of whom were homa people
made this enterprise of vast imports
unea to the then young and dependent
little town, but a good wany of her
citizens conld not see jovin that light,
and were lond in their denonointions
ofthe 8. P. D. & L. Co. nnd asa
hetter expression of their hatred of i
called it the “‘Sugar Pine Board &
Kuot Co ,"" in fact the citizens of the
town npon this and other questions
notually and by word stood divided
by sbharp lines which finally cnlmi-
pated in the bitter fight aver the 1n-
corporation of the town. In fact at
this time the Courier, edited by J, H
Stine, fooght she B, P. D. & L.
Co. vigorously and continoed to do
s0 until I bonght a half ioterest in it
and swung its colomos aroond to the
hearty support of all waoper of en-
terprise within its realmns,

|-v|ctiuu thal hore
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Call upon or write

| Dr. J F. Reddy arrived in Grante
|Pn‘u Monday from Spokane accom-
panied by M, . Sweenoy  and John
‘(,‘undnm. two capitalists of that city.
They spent the day here in conference
with the executive commities

having in eharge the promo-
| tion of the railrond from Grantas
| Pass to the llinois Valley. They

sutmitted & proposition to finsnoe
| the undertaking bot their offer did
(oot meet the approval of the leeal
|lnu'kz-rei of the enterprise and no deal
wis made. Mr. Condron is s mining
and railroad capitalist of Spokane as
is nlso Mr. Sweener. The latter (s s
brother of Patrick Sweeney, one of
Spokane's biggest milliopaires, and
who has vestiients all over the
Northwest, among them being real
estate holdings of nearly & million
dollars thut he aocguired in Portland
last yoar. Messrs. Sweeney and Con-
dron wers well pleassd with tha gub.
stantial appenrance of Grants Pass
and with the encouraging outlook for
its fature. Though knowing only
in & genernl way of the recourcss
that give the buckiog to Grants Pass,
yet they were confident this place had
a territory, rich in varied resoorces,
that if made tributary by mesns of
steamw aod slectric ronds would mnke
this city a second Spokane, Railrosds
alove bailt up Spokane from a Ao~

brosh village to one of the largest
and. most  prospero’s citles in the
Northwest. Thoere are now no less

than 12 steam and  electrie railronds
ronniag into Spokate, and two steam
wod two electric roads will be ndded
ta the list doring this year and enrly
next year

Messrs. Sweeney and Condron while
in the city visited the Miners Assoois-
tion exhibit room and were well
pleased with the showing of minerals.
The copper ores especially jnterested

‘00U u8 the wagon roads are in better
condition and the snow out of the
mountsing in the copper distriots that
these gentlomen  will retorn and
thoronghly examine a number of the
hest vopper properties.

ol

New Gold Saving Plant

A $7000 gold savinng plaot bas been
nstalled in the (Galice district. and
if #t does the work olaimed for it, it
will revolutionize gold miniog in
Southern Oregon. This new method
consists of & series of settling tanks

ond & different way of bandling the
qnicksilver from that now in wae,

at the Harvey mine by J. F, Banders,
of Pittsourg, Pa., some of the big
iron maoainoturers of that rity being
back of the enterprise Only the tail-
ings fromg the mine are workea and it
is reported that from them more gold
is belog saved than s taken from the
1000 feet of sluice boxes above. Over
15,000 feet of lumber wae used in oon-
structing this novel plant and §t

0overs a quarter of an acre of ground,

the nud it Is quite probable that so |
] by water power, already insta)

| will be employe

This new plaot was put in lnst Fail |

10 ERECT OIL TANKS
! IN GRANTS PASS

Southern Pacific Locomotives to
Burn Crude Petroleum.
Change Soon,

Colonel J. B, Eddy of Portland,
right-of-way ngent for the Harriman
linew in Oregon, was in Grants Puss
Tuesady to secure a permit from the
courcil to allow the Southern Paclific
to erect crude petrolenm tanks within
the ci*y. Duoring the day Colonel
Eddy saw the varions members of the
cooncil and he was given the mesur-
ance that the ofty’ would make no
objestion. The oil tanks will be buil*
of steel and so protected that thoy
noithsr will oateh fire nor can readily
be set afire.  As o fire risk to the oity
they will not be so great as the ranks
of hundreds of cords of wood and the
big cosl bunkers that the Company
has bad in the yard here for years,

There will be two of theso tanks,
one for storage purposes of 30,000 bar-
rels and one from which locomotives
will be supplied that will bold 28,000
gallons. The small sopply tank will
be looated where the coal bunke™ now
stands, The big storage tank will be
located 800 feet distant from t'.e sup-
ply tauk and will stand near Gilbert
oreck along side the siding leading to
the present woodyard.

Sieel plates and frame work are
now bheing propared st the rolling
mills and will be shipped all ready
fo be pat in  place nod riveted.
Colonel Eddy thought that the ma-
terinl would arrive in Grants Pass by
the first of Maroh that the tank orew
would be bere by that time to set
them ap. Tanks will also bo ercoted
at Roseborg, Junction Oity and Port-
land, The Compauny now hag tanks
ot Ashland. A1l locomotives on the
Sonthern Pnoific system in Cailfornin,
Nevadn, Arizous and New Mexioo
now barn oil and now all the Oregon
lines are to ose oil. The O. R, &
N. nod its bravches and the Astoris
road now wse ofl borners.  So soon ns
the tauks are completed the Jocomo-
tives on this division will be sent i
relays to the shops and have their fur.
naoes changed to oil burners and the
tenders fitted with o tank for holding
ol

In borning oil 1 a locomotive or
other foromee, stoam s forced oot
with the oll wvnder sach & pressnre as
to blow tne oil into a spray which on
being ignited burna with a Haroe
| heat, quite equal to the best conl fire,
| Thus s **dead’’ locomotive ocould not
| be fired ap with oil. A smusll station
| BrY boiler at each roond hoose will
supply the ateam, when necossary to
locommotives  The Southern Paciflo
'nid off their wood outting gangs
nearly n year ngo and their wood sup-
ply has been allowed to ron down,
Buch a8 will by left will be ueed for
depot stoves, Disoontiooing the cos)
bunker here will bring the discharge,
or transfer to other work of the four
men who now woload comnl curs apd
conl up locomotives, A freman will
«till be required on the locomotives,
but his strepopons work will be gone
|and he will only have to adjust the
valves regulating the supply of ofl to
the furnace and the water to the
boiler,

e B

Stamp Mill for Mt. Pitt Mine

A. E. Hoofer was in Giraots Pass
Wednesdny from the Me. Pitt mine.
He stated that the compressor and
three drills he recently purchased in
San Franclsco bave arrived at the
mine aod it is expected to have them
lo  operation by pext week. The
power will be wsupplied by the a5 H.
’ boiler and eugine he latoly pur-
chased oot of the sawmill apernted on

{Jomup-off-Joo lest year by the Enter- |

Mise Mill Company.

Mr, Hoofer stated that be had placed
An order for n S-stamp mill and bhe ex-
| peoted to have it o operation within
| the pext 00 dass. It will be opernted

L!d and
heretofore ased to runm s two-tub
arrastre. A Jarge qoantity of ore is
now on the dump and a foroe of men
in farther opening
the mine and getting it in shape for
delivering ore stendily to the mill,

NEW METHOD OF
SELLING REAL ESTATE

Over $35,000 Worth of Roenl
Estate Moved in the Last

Forty Davs.

We nre vot satisfisd with the present
methods of haudling real estato, to
list it and let it wait for & buyer to
enqaire for it. In December we oom.
menced working on n paper which will
be published moothly and be kuown ns
the Grants Pass Bolletin. It will oot

Rogue River Convier.

be a newspaper, it will contain noth.
ing but write-nps of Grants Pass, Jo-
sephine OCounty and Southern Oregon:
The write-ups of sll industries will
appear under & cut showing some scene
of such industry, and all properties
that we have for sale will be written
up under u cut of the houss on the
property, if any. We bave already
taken over 60 photographa of proper-
ties, which will appesar in our next
tssue.  We expoot to utilize over one-
half of the space in the paper in cots
of buildings nnd soones,

We have a mailing tist of abint 500
peopls in the Enst who have inquired
a bout the West in the Imst year and
expect to send each of these people one
of our papers each lssue, It 1 also
our intention to take a bundle of these
papers on  each passenger train that
pulls into Grants Pass and give one to
onch pessengor. It is oor intention
also to furnish them free to any one
who wanots them with stawped wrap-
pers for malling. We expeot to get
the best rosults from the papers we
distribute on the traivs, as our trains
are 12 hours out from Portland god 29
hours from San Francisco withont
frosh reading matter and wo bolieve
that the passengers will be ready to
receive and read suything desoriptive
of the country. If the paper falls into
o farmer's hands there will be a farm-
ing scone which will sttract bis atten-
tion, and u miner, a mining scene, a
timber wan a timber scene, ete. In
this way we hope to Interest a groat
many people in our loeality who per.
haps might never realize thore waa
such s place on the map as GrantaPass
only for the information they msy re-
oelve throngh the columos of the
Grants Pass Buolletin. We believe
that tho history of the rapid growth of
Grants Pass will date from the appear-
ance of the first issne of the Grants
Pars Bulletin,

We are not asking any assistancd from

the business mon of Gravts Pass nor | J

the people of this locality in getting
out this paper, except that they give

No, 46,

us a part of their real estato business,
Our commissions are five per cont, the
same as the other renl ostate dealers in
the locality, and we oburge nothivg
for advertising.

There is one thing that the public
wmay expoot, that the Geants Pass Buol-
letin will not make any exaggerated
reports on the conditions of this local-
ity. It will be our intention to write
it up in & plaio, consorvative manner,
so that all Enstern people who are in-
duced throogh the eolums of the Grants
Pass Ballotin to come here can say
trathfully after they buve settled here
the country is better than was repre-
sented by the Grants Pass Bulletin,

Weo hereby respectfully solicit those
who have real estate for sale to come
and list it with os and we will photo-
graph the same and ron it in our next
issne. We believe that by so doing
the attention of their property will
be brought to hondreds that would
not know of it otherwise,

Thanking the public for their past
patronage and wsssaring them of onr
appreociation of anything they may do
for us in the foture, I wish to an-
nonnce that I am in the Wholesale and
Retail Real Estate business.

W. B. SHERMAN,

Jacob Strauss, who recently sold
his fine farm ou Applegate, in making
investments in Grants Pass real es-
tate. Thia wook he mnde the pur-
chase of the two lots, on the south-
enst corner of Sixth and I streets,
from a Colorado party. The price
wis 83800, which makes the pro
B fine bargaln o proportion to real
estate values on other sections of
Sixth street,

The lote are now oocoupled by a
Chinese wash bhonse and svother old
wooden stroctors, Those Mr. Strauss
will remove and orect on the property
u two story brick boilding. As to
whether he will do that this year or
postpone it to s foture time depends
on how Graots RrOwWs. the
oity hus a prosperons gmr he may
mi up the Lrink this Summer, bat
if the rallrond sod other underinkin
are lot drop then he will postpone h
bailding opurntions.

THESE PRICES ARE SPECIAL AND FOR THE TIME

SPLHCIFIED.

THE GOODS CAN NOT LAST LONG. A

LOOK WILL CONVINCE YOU THAT our VALUES ARE

UNEQUALLED.

30-

DAY
SALE

-30

From January 15th to February 15th

v SPECIALS.....
All Ingrain Wall Papers 25¢ per Bolt of 3 Rolls
All Pillows 20% Discount—that moans

Pillows formerly

W W

$1.00 now ,80¢
150 ** $1.20
200 * 1.60
400 ' 320

Sofa Pillows included.
All Air-Tight Heaters 334% Discount
Heaters formerly $7 50 now $5.00

i

550 ' 367

Cook Btoves Regular $15.00, Special $12.90
Dinner ware, Blue and White, 20 per cent off.

1 lot 30x60 Rugs, regular $1.50 and $2.00

Some shopworn,

$1.00

to close at

1 lot Cotton Carpet, regular staple goods, We 35
have too much; regular 48¢, now, ...,. c

Cut Glass—33} per cent Discount, that means
goods that sold for $5.00 are now $3.54.

Range Cook Stoves, with reservoir, regular $30.00,

now $23.50,

Trunks—$9.00 Trunks for $6.50.
Oak Upright Folding Beds regulir $22.00, no $ 17.60
Mahogany Finish Suits 4 pieces—

Bed, Dresser and Commode, large French

bevel plate mirrors, regular $35.00. ,

e 827.50

Solid Quartered Oak Buflett—

Polished French bevel
lar $37.50

Solid Quartered Oak (Jhiﬂ‘oni-uru—-

plate mirror, regu

covinnnen . 82788

Polished large French bevel plate mirror, reg-

ular $26.00, for............,
Lace Curtains 25 per eent discount

oo 821,65

Portieres, 20 per cent discount
Table Covers, 25 per cent discount
Picture Frames, 20 per cent discount
Picture Mouldings——A chmce selection, bring in your pic.

tur

Thomas

& O'Neill

HOUSEFURNISHERS

L O IR

Another Brick for Sixth Strm;_



